VINE DEVOTIONAL by Pastor Don

Thanks again for your calls, prayers, notes, and encouragements. | have enjoyed serving
as your Designated interim Assn. Minister since November. Congratulations to our new
Designated Assn. Minister announced in this VINE. | have known Jon for several years and
we used to serve together on the Church and Ministry Committee. Let’s welcome and pray
for Jon with his new call and for when he begins service latter this Summer. | will be
continuing in my call and ministry with you until that time.

This week | begin teaching the Lay School class on "Christian Caregiving". Thank you for
being a Christian caregiver.

I am reminded of | Corinthians 3:9, "For we are God's servants, working together...." All of
us are called to care, to love, listen, and to go the extra mile. Jesus has commissioned
each of us to make disciples and one way we do that is to care.

The textbook for the class will be Kenneth Haugk's book, Christian Caregiving a Way of
Life. Kenneth isthe minister who began the Stephen Ministry program that churches are
using.

What are some of the principles of Christian caregiving? Here are a few:

1. The number one caregiver is the Lord

2. We are God's helpers and we don't and are not to be the "controllers" of people we
are trying to care for

3. We should remember the times that the Lord and other people cared forusin

special ways

Referrals are important. We are not psychologists, doctors, nurses, etc.

We should demonstrate empathy

Servanthood does not mean Servitude

We should care for the whole person and the person's needs as the Holy Spirit

guides us - needs of mind, body, and spirit

Good listening is essential

9. As Pastor Haugk says, "Christians are responsible for care; God is responsible for
cure"

10. There are a lot of resources of all kinds available to help caregiving
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Blessings and Prayers for your life and your caregiving

Don



