
Discerning our world and culture.  Devotional by Pastor Don 
 
"Take your Bible and take your newspaper and read both. But interpret newspapers with 
your Bible......... Famous quote by  
Karl Barth (1886-1968), Swiss Reformed Theologian, known for his commentary on 
Romans and author of the Barmen Declaration.  
 
"Teach me good judgment and knowledge, for I believe in your commands."  (NRSV 
Updated) Psalm 119:66 
 
"I am your servant; give me understanding, so I know your decrees.  (NRSV Updated) Psalm 
119:125 
 
We seek the Lord's guidance wanting to follow and know the will of the Lord.  We seek to 
love our neighbors and know how to live lives of Christian love and service.  We seek to be 
informed with facts. 
 
The Pew research polls cause us to think and discern how we can reach people and apply 
the Bible and Christian principles.     Here are some Pew polls so we can be informed and 
consider how we can reach others with the Gospel: 
 
What we as Americans believe: 
In Heaven 71% 
In Hell 61% 
 
That some things science cannot explain 74% 
We have a soul or spirit in addition to our physical bodies 83% 
Believe in God as described in the Bible 54% 
 
Something spiritual beyond the natural world 81% 
The natural world is all there is 17% 
 
Beliefs if the US had 100 people 
    Attend church weekly 25 
          Attend once or twice a month 8 
          Attend a few times a year 18 
          Seldom or never attend 49 
 
May we be discerning and guided by the Bible, by the Holy Spirit, and by our Lord's 
love.  May we know the facts about our culture. May we daily seek and  apply the Lord's 
amazing grace to life. 


