
YOUR CHURCH'S FUTURE - a devotional 
Church Revitalization -   Now is the needy time 
By Pastor Don 
  
Jesus HASN'T CHANGED-  Hebrews 13:8: "Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever."    Our same Lord and Savior! 
                                                  Remember the hymn, "Borning Cry" through childhood, teen years, 
young adult years, adult, 
                                                  senior years.  All the events of baptisms, confirmation, maybe 
marriage, children, grands..... 
                                                  That hymn which has a Lutheran origin and stays relevant to all 
church backgrounds.  
                                                   Many of us get emotional when we sing it.  Our Lord loves us and 
wants us to move forward. 
  
The Church world HAS  CHANGED  
                                               
When some of us were children we remember when our churches were energized by filled 
pews, we had large choirs,  
confirmation classes had a lot of youth, youth groups,college students were welcomed 
home, visitation was active, Sunday was church day, missionaries were supported, and 
more.    Thankfully there are still churches like that today. But often the vitality of those 
days has been replaced by decline in vitality.  The pictures of mostly full churches, big 
parking lots, softball teams, and special days are often not the same as years ago. We 
need spiritual renewal, revitalization,and purpose driven change.  Its not about numbers 
for the sake of numbers.  It is about continuing spiritual commitment while wanting God's 
plans for more church vitality. Somtimes  can use a "check-up", a sincere evaluation, 
perhaps advice from others. Local church contexts are all different. 
  
In our individual health lives we are all different too.   Doctors and medical people tell us to 
get exercise, eat well,and get checkups.  Tests, exams, and then the doctors and patients 
decide on care or treatments.   Do we do the same for our churches?   When we need an 
operation we usually get it.  When  we need meds we often quickly get to the 
pharmacy.  When we get a terrible cold we run to the store for needed goodies to help 
us.   Sometimes our churches  need new treatments, added spiritual prescriptions, new 
ideas for vitality.  Decisions and church progress can be tried and made. Usually takes 
time. There can be trial and mistakes.  Prayer is crucial.  The love of Jesus and our love for 
each other is the basis of all of this, with our outreach to others needing that love.  Its 
about the progress of His love reaching people and moving forward. 
 
 It starts with a choice like the hymn says, "I have DECIDED to follow Jesus".  Its not the 
status quo, its about the purposeful, powerful, presence of the Holy Spirit guiding, 
comforting, and convincing us to move onward and outward with local church 
plans.   Where's the action and the foundation of NWOA? In the local churches with diverse 



congregations, buildings, and geography. Its about the Lord changing lives and all of us 
knowing we are not alone! 
  
 


