Celebrating Eternal Lives in Christ

As Advent begins for 2025 we prepare as Christmas gets closer. We best prepare by
celebrating that the Lord's promises are true. First John 2:25 says, "And this is what he
promised us - eternal life. Inthe Gospel of Johnin 3:36a, it says, "Whoever believes in the
Son has eternal life.."

Last week two fine UCC Christian men passed into the glory of Heaven and that eternal life,
Jonathan Ewald and Rev. David Culp. Thank you for your continued prayers for their
families. They will be very missed. Revelation 14:13 reminds us, "that they may rest from
their labors; and their works do follow them." Jonathan and David lived as Christian
examples in this troubled world.

Christmas trees are now going up. Lights are placed around windows. Stockings are

hung. Advent calendars are read daily. Carols are sung. Churches have special programs.
Children are in Christmas plays. Fulfilled prophecies are declared. We proclaim
Emmanuel - God With Us! Christ Jesus thrills our hearts, changes our lives, and He is our
focus for worship and service. He is King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Asthe Advent days
and weeks pass we celebrate our Savior, seeking to center on Him rather than on all the
holiday pressures. In Jesus we have hope in life, John 11:25, | am the resurrection and the
life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by
believing in me will never die..." We prepare and celebrate real living as we know the
reason for the season is Christ.

Blessings,
Don



