
You are a translator! All of us are!  We often communicate to others for others. Sometimes we clarify what 
others are saying or trying to say. Sometimes we share the meaning of actions so that others understand 
what is going on.   It happens all  the time among family members, friends, at school, at work. We can 
bring clarity or peace or insights. Its not always easy but communications explained can bring delight and 
understanding when we are unsure, confused or angry. At church, work, in neighborhoods we can be 
translators for others with the words we use. Its not easy, and sometimes it doesn't work. As witnesses 
and ambassadors for Christ we are often the ones to help in times when others might be confused, 
misunderstood, angry, or trying unsuccessfully to communicate.  Proverbs 16:21 says, "The wise in heart 
are called discerning and gracious words promote instruction. (NIV).  The New Revised Standard 
(updated) says, "The wise of heart is called perceptive, and pleasant speech increases 
persuasiveness."  Sometimes it takes repeated tries and experience over time to be a translator for others 
but the resulting understanding and possible peace is worth it. Who are you trying to be a translator 
for?  Perhaps between siblings? co-workers? church members?  We are also reminded of Matthew 5:9, 
"Blessed are the peacemakers..."  Maybe this week you will be an agent of the Lord's peacemaking with 
his grace and strength. 
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