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RESTORATION. The world news was very important recently: hostages released in the Middle East
and a ceasefire in the Gaza strip. Seemingly fulfilled are prophetic words, dreams, visions, hopes, and
RESTORATION. This weeks’ lectionary from Joel 2:28-29 are so contemporary, “After that I will pour
out my spirit upon everyone, your sons and your daughters will prophesy, your old me will dream
dreams, and your men will see visions. In those days, I will also pour out my spirit on the male and
female slaves.” To be held prisoner for years and mistreated, and tortured, yet amazingly many are still
alive. A people’s homeland has been so destroyed that they will have to build new a homeland where
people have been starving, disease infested, and no way of escaping. Innocent victims were caught in a
situation of mistrust, captive of a political system of antagonism, a war of terrorism, and disrespected.
Captors claimed entitlement for themselves land and people’s rights.

Judah, the Southern Kingdom, had been in a state of disarray and decline for years, both economically
and spiritually. Neighboring nations would often cross over Judah and Israel in wartime adventures
against other nations. There were also a locust plague and drought that ruined Judah’s economy. The
people lost faith in God and optimism was at an all-time low. It was in this time of depression and decline
that God sent Joel to tell the people to turn from their sinful ways and find RESTORATION. If the people
would not turn from their evil ways, more devastation would happen to them. Even though the
Babylonians captured them, the Day of the Lord would come and their fortunes would be RESTORED.
There would again be prophetic words, dreams would change devastation into recognition as a nation, and
personal dignity would be achieved.

Joel’s words ask us what kind of prophecies, dreams, and visions do we have as we journey into
God’s future? Are they only past achievements or are God’s plans for us a future of unlimited
possibilities? Are we open to receiving the pouring out of God’s Spirit on us so that we are RESTORED
to right relationship with God and one another? Joel’s words remind us that there is RESTORATION and
healing with God personally and as the Body of Christ. BLESSINGS ALWAYS.



