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COVENANT. In our litigious society, contracts often become sources of conflicts and lawsuits if
terms are unfulfilled, overlooked, or ignored. It often takes a court case to determine and interpret what a
contract between parties was to accomplish or define in relationships. The contract either limits or
proposes expansion of actions between parties or entities in some type of orderly fashion. Simple
contracts might be purchase of some product to be delivered by a certain date. COVENANTS are
established between two or more entities: societies, married couples, the church and members, family
inheritances, educational institutions and students, businesses and customers, governments and citizens,
God and each one of us. The church often forgets that it COVENANTS together to be the Body of Christ
to share joys and sorrows with care and celebration, compassion and appreciation.

The prophet Jeremiah encountered a discouraged people who had been captured, tormented, and
displaced by the world-powers of their day. They lost hope and even thought God had deserted them and
rejected them as God’s chosen Ones. The prophet Jeremiah reminds his people, “The days are coming,
says the Lord, when I will make a new COVENANT with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.”
(Jeremiah 31:31). The new COVENANT was intended again to remind the people to have God’s law
within them, on their hearts, and importantly God says, “I will be their God, and they shall be my
people.” (vs. 33). To have this intimate relationship with God is awesome, amazing, powerful, and
demanding. This COVENANT affirms that we are the beloved family of God. It is God who blesses our
minds, bodies, and spirits in ways of hope, peace, joy, and love.

As people of faith, we COVENANT with God to journey into God’s future of unlimited possibilities.
Anger and hopelessness are changed by God’s power and love as it embraces all the diversities of this
world where differences are blessings, not burdens. We COVENANT to share our faith in both word and
deed in acts of transformation, kindness, and forgiveness through ministries and missions opportunities
that give and receive compassion, reconciliation and hope, justice and peace, and gifts and graces in
abundance. We COVENANT to be the Body of Christ of extravagant welcome in us and through us with
one another. BLESSINGS ALWAYS!



