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GRATITUDE. In Luke 17, we read about the miracle of the healing of ten men who had skin diseases
and approach Jesus saying, “Jesus, Master, show us mercy!” Jesus’ ministry included many healing
miracles as well as being a teacher of goodwill and love. Jesus was often condemned by the Jewish faith
leaders for breaking traditions and religious laws when He associated with Samaritans, talked to women,
and recognized children’s importance in God’s Realm. Jesus’ ministry was one of love and compassion,
opportunities to make persons whole and holy, rather that the judgment of condemnation and disrespect.

The ten men with skin diseases would have been avoided and not welcomed in their communities and
faith communities. Yet Jesus hears their pleas and just tells them, “ ‘Go, show yourselves to the priests’ As
they left, they were cleansed.” They trusted Jesus and a miracle happened. But there is more to the story.
Only one returned to thank Jesus as he praised God for restoration of his life that would again allow him
to be accepted into the life of his community. What is fascinating about the healing of the man was that he
was a Samaritan, considered by the Jews to be unrighteous, condemned as an outcaste of “the” faith, and
unworthy of God’s favor. Mercy was turned into GRATITUDE as his life was healed. The Samaritan had
reverence for God’s love and God’s love gave him renewal of his life. Unworthiness and condemnation
turned into acceptance as a restored and holy person.

Jesus says, “Weren't ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? No one returned to praise God except
this foreigner?” Many times we forget how blessed we are and play the scarcity card. “Praise God from
whom all blessings flow.” God has been merciful to us and loves us even we think that we deserve more
than we have received. Greed, selfishness, and arrogance curtail GRATITUDE. Yet, amazingly, the one
perceived as inferior received mercy, is healed, and praises God. God nourishes our minds, bodies, and
souls, heals our broken lives, offers unconditional love, compassion, mercy, and forgiveness. We receive
God’s amazing grace unconditionally. With thanks for all the blessings we receive from God and from
one another that are both human and divine, we offer our GRATITUDE to God for BLESSINGS ALWAYS.



