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TEARS. So many current events of death and destruction have resulted in many TEARS shed by
family members and social entities. These loses are due to unnecessary shootings, bombings, and violence
so contrary to Jesus’ teaching of peace, goodwill, and compassion. We are all invited to the sacramental
table of God’s creation where Jesus offers nourishment for our minds, bodies, and souls. Yet, there are
some people who place limits and objections and only want others who look, speak, and act like them at
the table. The TEARS of being unworthy, condemned, excluded, disrespected, and unworthy, limit God’s
Holy Spirit to affirm and transform creation and our lives with amazing grace and love.

In 2 Timothy 1:4-5, Paul writes, “When I remember your TEARS, I long to see you so that I can be
filled with happiness. I'm reminded of your authentic faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois
and your mother Eunice, I'm sure that this faith is also inside you.” There are also TEARS of joy,
affirmation, and thankfulness when respect, inclusion, and healing happen. In the gospel reading from
Luke 17:5, “The apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith!’” Their faith was limited and their teacher
Jesus recognized potential in them and He called them to follow Him to lead others. He spoke the words
of forgiveness without limiting how often one was to forgive others or themselves. Forgiveness was to be
given with sincerity and unconditional love just as God forgave them unconditionally.

Luke reminds us that the disciples’ faith was like a mustard seed, with the potential of becoming the
Beloved Community of Christ of love, respect, and servanthood. In the late Rev. Dr. Walter
Brueggemann’s book “The Prophetic Imagination,” he writes, “God is real and present in the world,
even if the pain and destruction caused by human sin and hunger for domination can sometimes cause us
to doubt.” TEARS of hopelessness and rejection become the TEARS of rejoicing and joy in ways that can
release us from anger, narcissism, and greed. In our world of bombastic disagreements and divisions, may
we have mustard seed faith that grows to proclaim in our words and deeds, joining together in the struggle
for justice and peace. BLESSINGS ALWAYS.



