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 FOUND. “Celebrate with me because I’ve FOUND my lost sheep/lost coin.” (Luke 15:6, 9, CEB).In 
Jesus’ time, to lose a sheep or coin was catastrophic, for their value indicated security and wealth. If 
missing or lost, great energy and time was given to find the lost animal to make sure some wild animal 
had not taken it, for the predator would be danger for the rest of the flock. If it got caught in bramble 
bushes or fell into a pit, the shepherd would search to rescue it so it would again be part of the flock. A 
lost coin had trading or purchasing power to buy food, clothing, and necessary items for family, work, 
and pleasure. A lost coin was a great loss because of coin scarcity, and an immediate, intensive search 
would begin to FIND it. 
 However, we can be lost at times in thoughts, words, and deeds that can be moments of foolishness, 
absentmindedness, sinfulness, and damage. We often lose our way traveling but also lose our way by 
running away from conflict, despair, doing good, and hope. We can be lost in self-pity, greed, loneliness, 
and “pomposity” in which we suffer being less than what God created us to be.  
 The experience of being FOUND is both transforming and life-changing to restore relationships with 
others and peace within us. As people of faith, Psalm 14:6 reminds us, “…but the Lord is their refuge,” 
expanded in the hymn, “a very present help in trouble.” Our liturgies and prayers affirm that God is 
merciful, overflowing with mercy and love. Parables are earthly stories with spiritual meanings. In Luke 
15, Jesus’s parable of the lost sheep and coin is about God who searches for us when we are lost, and we 
are FOUND by God and God restores life in us. Even though we are rebellious people, it is God who 
embraces us and loves us unconditionally no matter what we do. What an image that God’s love always 
finds us and generously shares with us gifts and graces of amazing grace, peace, joy, and love. “Once—
innumerable times—we are lost but now WE ARE FOUND.” Thanks be to God. BLESSINGS ALWAYS! 


