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INVESTMENTS. We are bombarded often by so many INVESTMENT advertisements that entice us to
be rich and not have to worry about having enough financial resources for our needs now and into the
future. Many biblical faith stories remind us that all that we have are gifts from God. We are to be
stewards—caretakers—of these gifts and graces in ethical and responsible ways. Money/wealth can either
be a blessing or curse depending on what we do with it. In 1 Timothy 6:7-8, Paul writes, “...for we
brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it, but if we have food and clothing, we
will be content with these.” Sermons that mention money are often topics of irritation, considered spoken
too often. Stewardship programs become pledge drives for budgets; stewardship is not just about money
and should include faith lessons on the care of time, talents, and treasures discussed all year.

Sunday’s lectionary from Jeremiah 8 is about buying a field as an INVESTMENT for the future. Psalm
91, reflected in the song “Fagles’ Wings,” is about God’s faithfulness and protection in the midst of
destruction. In 1 Timothy 6:10, Paul reminds us, “The LOVE of money is the root of all kinds of evil.”
Paul’s advice to the rich is, “They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share,
thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they take hold of
the life that really is life.” (vs. 18). Luke 16 contrasts the wealth of poor Lazarus and the rich man.

These stories remind us of the power that INVESTMENTS, resources, abundance, and wealth have.
There is a call to use them as blessings to help others meet basic needs. How resources in one’s care are
“spent,” is at the heart of accountability to God. Like the rich man, there is the temptation to flaunt and
indulge in satisfying personal desires and needs rather than using wealth as a blessing to do good. The
INVESTMENT of compassion and care has a way of the affirmation of “taking hold of life that really is
life.” God has INVESTED in us to be BLESSINGS ALWAYS.



