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 HOSPITALITY. Hebrews 13:1-2 are thought provoking words for people of faith: “Let mutual 
affection continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, (“open up your homes to guests”--
CEB), for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it”--NRSVue) (“angels unaware”-
-KJV). My mother was an immigrant after she and my grandmother were permitted to join my grandfather 
who had immigrated 10 years before them with many other men relatives who came to this country for 
employment. At many family and  church gatherings, I heard how difficult it was for them to “fit in” 
because of the contempt that previous settlers, who had only been in that frontier region themselves for 
just 2 generations, spoke critical words, spat upon them, and did not welcome them at certain business. 
HOSPITALITY was blind and non-existent, determined by customs, language, and appearances. I relate to 
immigrants today who have come to this country to find opportunities that are not possible in their 
“homeland,” escaping violence, and are treated badly. HOSPITALITY can be discriminatory, giving 
prominence to those invited to events and devastating for social climbers or supposed friends of event 
organizers. 
 We all are immigrants of God’s world, limited by time between birth and death. We are strangers not 
only as citizens of this nation, but also strangers at work, social and family gatherings, and often, 
regrettably, when we are supposed to be the “community” of faith. “Angels unaware” should remind us 
that welcoming “strangers” may be God’s way of testing how we live our faith in word and deed. 
Together we are God’s gifts to one another by sharing God’s blessings graciously. We are all created in 
the image of God, all God’s children, family and no longer strangers or orphans. We often treat one 
another selfishly or narcissistically, rather than with love and compassion. Those who place limits on 
friendships are not respectful. HOSPITALITY is God’s gift to heal and bring peace to GOD’S world. 
HOSPITALITY offers kindness, forgiveness, and reconciliation to and from one another. “Don’t forget to 
do good and to share what you have because God is pleased with these kinds of sacrifices.” (vs. 16). 
BLESSINGS ALWAYS. 


