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TREASURE. Jesus said, “Where your TREASURE is, there your heart will be too.”
(Luke 12:34 CEB). How much wealth one has often determines identity being rich
or poor, a certain place in society, or acceptance or rejection to be part of various
community groups. Employment opportunities are sometimes accepted because
they pay well rather than doing what one wants to do. In our culture, TREASURE is
often defined by having money, possessions, and worldly success. As Jesus points
out, when we focus on TREASURE, our relationships are limited to monetary
value, and we miss the spiritual understanding that they are gifts and graces given
to us by a generous and loving God.

TREASURE is more than material wealth, for it is spiritual “riches” that enhance
our lives and faith. It is receiving God’s gifts and graces with gratitude and
thankfulness; it is receiving TREASURES of God’s grace, forgiveness, and hope.
Jesus does not say that wealth is evil, but it becomes evil when it is the worship or
focus of our intentions. When “TREASURE-hunting” is only for me/us, it becomes
greed, selfishness, and self-interest. TREASURES of faith bring about inner-health,
spiritual wholeness and holiness, forgiveness, and embracing one another and the
creation to the honor and glorify God.

From an affirmation of faith, the opening words declare, “I believe in God, who
places joy in our souls, dancing in our toes and songs in our hearts. | believe God
wanted gladness to flow like a river and so created a bountiful earth with plenty
for all to share.” TREASURE is that blessing from God in our lives that is
considered so important that we would take time and energy to share, not
selfishly, but with a vision to sell our possessions to become blessings to others. It
is willingness to share our TREASURES with others with compassion, generosity,
and love. “The one who offers a sacrifice of thanksgiving is the one who honors
me. And it is to the one who charts the correct path that | will show divine
salvation.” (Psalm 50:23). “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.” (Luke 12:34, NRSVue). BLESSINGS ALWAYS.



