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  MINISTER/SERVANT. We who follow Jesus, have a calling to deliver to the 
world a message that is transformational and demanding. Bishop John Shelby 
Spong, deceased Episcopalian bishop, wrote, “The way that I see Christianity is that 
its role is to enhance the life of every person…I experience God as the power of love.” 
God has blessed us with so many gifts and graces that they, like love, the more you 
give away the more you have. To claim to be a Chrisitan is MINISTERING by word 
and deed, response and action, sacrifice and letting go of those things that make 
others and us less than what God created us to be. St. Paul was never the same 
after he encountered Jesus, the Christ, the transforming power in his life. Paul 
writes in his letter to the Colossians (1:23), “I, Paul, became a MINISTER of this 
gospel.” (NRSVue) or “And I, Paul, became a SERVANT of this good news.” (CEB). 
 Psychologists and theologians together warn of the narcissism that is destroying 
relationships in families, societies, and nations. Our selfishness and pomposity have 
produced anger, isolation, and even wars. Greed, power, and lack of respect for 
differing opinions cause loss of  “humanness” and “spirituality.”  The Psalmist (52:3) 
observes, “You love evil more than good; you love lying more than speaking what 
is right.”  We are called to refuse doing whatever endangers being filled with God’s 
affirming Spirit of love as children of God. When we ignore God’s guidance, we are 
lost and directionless. God calls us MINISTERS and SERVANTS to be change-artists 
of all creation. .  
 Maya Angelou wrote, “While I know myself as a creation of God, I am also 
obligated to realize and remember that everyone else and everything else are also 
God’s creation.” The radical message of our faith is to love God without limitations 
and to love our neighbors as ourselves. Our calling as a child of God is to speak out 
against injustice and seek peace with all humility. We need each other and are 
called to be MINISTERS/SERVANTS of compassion, encouragement, and care. The 
words of Micah 6:8 challenge us: “God has told you, O mortal, what is good, and 
what does the Lord require of you but to do justice and to love kindness and walk 
humbly with your God?” BLESSINGS ALWAYS. 
  


