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UNITY. Discussions, in churches or in social settings, have lately become
shouting matches, angry debates leading to hostility, and developing enemies’
lists. There seems to be an unwillingness to hear opposing opinions or viewpoints.
In some cases, there are plots and plans to “take down” with retribution,
vindictiveness, and do physical harm to persons with opposing opinions.

From its inception, the United Church of Christ has as its motto, “That they all
may be one,” with reference to what is called “Jesus’ high priestly prayer” as
found in John 17. Jesus’ prayer is for Himself, the disciples, and the entire faith
community. Jesus prays, (vss. 20-21), “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also
on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, THAT THEY MAY ALL
BE ONE.” Jesus taught about UNITY but not “sameness,” for people of faith are
created in the image of God with diversity. Every person brings different gifts and
graces to strengthen each other in all our different needs.

It is that diversity that is the UNITY of the Body of Christ,

This past Monday was a recognition of those who have served in the armed
services faithfully; many lost their lives in service to our nation. Yet today there is
no UNITY in claiming the holiday because many think the terms of ending wars
rewards power to the victorious and takes power away from the defeated. UNITY
is elusive when power, prestige, possession, and privilege are the goals to be
successful. UNITY is unclear when motivated by personal gains.

The Great Seal of the United States notes “E pluribus unum,” “Out of many,
one.” It originated to symbolize the union of Thirteen Colonies becoming one
nation. It takes intentionality to affirm and find UNITY as gifts and graces from
God blessing us for the healing of the nations and our own lives. There is a saying
in the UCC, “We agree to disagree...with respect.” It is the acknowledgement that
UNITY is embraced as a gift from the Creator God. When we listen to one another
and recognize Christ in each other, Jesus’ words UNITES us in ways to love,
forgive, and care for one another. BLESSINGS ALWAYS.



