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IMAGINE. One of my middle school friends would say, “If | could be God for 5
minutes...” and depending on what was happening at the moment, he generally
would want people to play peaceably in the imaginary sandbox. However, he also
had a vindictive streak and would want troublemakers punished or even dead. He
had quite an IMAGINATION on how to deal with different situations.

“Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the former heaven and the
former earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.” (Revelation 21:1). John
describes the contrast between peace and powers that are destructive: “no tears
or death anymore...no mourning, crying, or pain anymore, for the former things
have passed away.” And the greatest is God’s announcement, “Look! I’'m making
all things new.” IMAGINE having the opportunity to correct mistakes, take back
unkind words, or change habits that belittle oneself or others. New Testament
scholar Dong Hyeon Jeong states, “..we have had moments of cowardice,
faithlessness, idolatry, sexual immorality, and duplicitousness.” Thank God that
we are given God’s grace “from the life-giving spring.” (vs. 6) to start over again
and again.

Contrary to society’s selfishness and ugly temperament of self-love, Jesus’ new
commandment reminds us, “Love each other. Just as | have loved you, so you also
must love each other.” (John 13:34). It is not what/who we love but the manner of
our love. It is not limiting or curbing how we love but loving in ways that heal,
bring new life as we encounter one another, and is reconciling in its actions.
IMAGINE love without limitations or restraints embracing all God’s children and
creation. IMAGINE a world of compassion, justice, and goodwill, loving without
expecting anything in return and yet loving to make things as God would intend
them to be. It is a love that is not just convenient but willing to comfort the
afflicted and afflict the comfortable to follow Jesus’s love. Rev. Roger Knight
wrote, “The grace of God, deeper than our IMAGINATION; the strength of Christ,
stronger than our need; and the communion of the Holy Spirit, richer than our
togetherness; guide and sustain us today and in all our tomorrows.” BLESSINGS
ALWAYS.



